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Welcome to Lewis and Clark County  
Thank you for your support of Montana State University 

Extension. MSU Extension is a partnership between Lewis & 

Clark County, Montana State University and the United 

States Department of Agriculture. This three-way partnership 

provides educational programs in the areas of Agriculture, 

Natural Resources, 4-H Youth Development, Community 

Development, Family and Consumer Sciences, and 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

Education Programs. Enjoy some highlights of the 2016 

educational opportunities in Lewis & Clark County.  

 

Family and Consumer Sciences          

Expands to Jefferson County 

This year, the Lewis and Clark County Extension office was  

fully staffed with an Agriculture Agent, 4-H Youth 

Development Agent, Office Administrative Assistant, 4-H 

Military Program Coordinator, and a SNAP-Ed Program 

Manager/Family and Consumer Sciences Agent joint 

position. In June, our SNAP-Ed Program Manager was 

promoted to a one-quarter time Family and Consumer 

Sciences Extension Agent in partnership with Jefferson 

County. The partnership helped expand the Family and 

Consumer Sciences Program to provide education in 

communities that may be hit with job losses or other 

economic hardships due to the recent closures of the Golden 

Sunlight Mine and the Mental Health Development Center in 

Jefferson County. The focus of the Family and Consumer 

Sciences Program in both Lewis and Clark and Jefferson 

Counties includes Food Preservation, Family Economics, and 

Health Education.  
 

In October, Agent Kim Lloyd partnered with a local 

community group, Growing Community Naturally, and 

Jefferson High School to provide a canning class in the 

community of Boulder. The hands-on class drew six 

participants from Boulder and neighboring communities who 

had little previous canning experience and wanted to learn 

the economical practice of preserving food at home. 

Participants canned a jar of pickled beets to take home and 

extra jars were prepared for use in the school cafeteria.  

 

 
Supported by the Lewis & Clark County Commissioners 
Michael Murray 
Susan Good Geise 
Andy Hunthausen  

Extension Staff | Left to Right:  
 
Mary Meyer | 4-H Youth  
Development Extension Agent 
 
Brent Sarchet | Agriculture and 
Natural Resources  
Extension Agent 
  
Catherine McNeil | 4-H Military 
Program Coordinator  
 
Janet Cerovski | Administrative 
Assistant 
 
Kim Lloyd | Family and        
Consumer Sciences Extension 
Agent and SNAP Education 
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4-H Youth Development  

Lewis & Clark County 4-H  

By the Numbers 
In 2016, Lewis & Clark County 4-H reached over a      

thousand youth through short term educational programs. 

Year-round, 24 active 4-H Clubs engage 138 4-H volunteer 

leaders and provide educational programming for 411 youth 

4-H Club members from ages 5 to 19. 

 

ñLearning is an 

active process. 

We learn by 

doing. Only 

knowledge that 

is used sticks 

in your mind.ò 

-Dale Carnegie 

 

4-H empowers 

youth to take on leadership roles. Learning by doing in 4-H 

provides a safe place for kids to speak in front of a group, 

learn how to run a meeting, engage in service learning, and 

so much more.  

 

Teaching Generosity through the 4-H 
Club Program  
Each year 4-H clubs complete a community service project. 

This year the Scratchgravel Wranglers 4-H Club purchased, 

assembled, and delivered a picnic table for the Little     

Children's Home, a local foster/group home. After the    

delivery the 4-H members toured the home to learn about 

foster care and foster needs in our community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

4-H Camp Teens Learn Independence  
The 4-H camp counselors, ages 14-19, manage the 4-H 

camp for members ages 9-13. Duties include choosing the 

theme, planning activities and cleanup after meals. The 

teenage counselors work with younger 4-H members to 

learn and teach team building and life skills. While 

fostering youth-adult partnerships in the planning stages is      

critical, when Lewis and Clark County 4-Herôs get to 4-H 

Camp, the spotlight is on the teenage counselors to truly 

manage the 

camp while 

creating great 

experiences for 

the youth who 

attend.  

 

4-H In School and After School  
Though the 4-H Club Program is well known, the           

opportunity to work in schools and in after school programs 

helps reach more youth. Partnerships with Jim Darcy 

Elementary Ag Day, Four Georgians Elementary, Central 

Elementary Afterschool, The Afterschool Alliance, and the 

PEAK (Promoting Enrichment Activities for Kids) Program 

allows over 700 youth the opportunity to experience 

learning life skills through 4-H. 

 

The majority of stations at Jim Darcy Ag Day are run by     

4-H members, volunteers, and staff.  

 

Through a sponsorship 

from McDonaldôs, 4-H 

is reaching out to   

Helena schools. This 

opportunity offers 

youth who live in 

town the  chance to 

raise a 4-H animal. 

McDonaldôs owner 

Terry Gauthier says, 

ñ4-H teaches 

everything I want my      

employees to know. 

Responsibility, critical 

thinking, and a good 

work ethic. I want to 

help more kids have 

this opportunity.ò  

 

4-H Camp  
Counselor Chris 
Gransberry  

readies a canoe 

for canoe races. 

4-H Night at the Rodeo showcased at the   

Last Chance Stampede and Fair in Helena. 

Sponsor Terry Gauthier pets the pig he 
helped 4-Her Madelynn Smith purchase to 
raise in 4-H, even though she lives within 

the city limits.  The Scratchgravel Wranglers 4-H Club works together to   

assemble a table to donate to the Little Childrenôs Home.  
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4-H Project-based Learning Leads to 

Showcasing Mastery during the Fair  
4-H has a strong history and presence at the Last Chance 

Stampede and Fair. 4-H members have the opportunity      

to showcase their   

projects each July.  

Projects range from 

sewing to sheep, 

leathercraft to beef, 

and welding to 

cooking. The market 

swine project  has the 

most entries. During 

the year, shooting 

sports has the most 

youth participating.  

 

Before the fair starts, 

4-H members explain 

their projects to local 

community members 

that serve as judges. Saturday at the fair, buyers pack into 

the stands for both the Livestock Auction and the Indoor 

Project Auction. The 2016 4-H Livestock Sale was the 

highest grossing sale in history at  $343,792. The Indoor 

Project Auction grossed $1,535.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H Military Partnership Grant 
This year the 4-H Military Partnership Grant in Lewis and 

Clark County was all about collaboration. For National 4-H 

Week, with the assistance of numerous volunteers, the 4-H 

National Youth Day Science Experiment was combined 

with an open house to promote 4-H to more than 85 youth 

and families. Youth learned about trajectory, wind speed 

and initial force while learning about recent global issues. 

Youth and families learned about different projects and how 

to join a 4-H club while doing fun activities.   

 

4-H teamed up with the Helena Middle School and the 

YMCA to offer babysitting and First Aid certification to 

middle school youth using the 4-H Military Babysitting  

curriculum. In November, working with Carroll College, 

the Student Assistance Foundation and the Montana       

National Guard, help was given finding resources to pay for 

college. More than 60 people attended and learned how to 

fill out successful college applications and financial aid  

applications. Youth interested were able to discuss with  

National Guard recruiters different options to help pay for 

their college education. 

 

The college readiness series continued through 

collaboration with Helena Middle School, Montana 

National Guard, Montana State 4-H Ambassador Officers, 

and Broadwater County 4-H. Resiliency training teaches 

youth to bounce back from tough situations, especially 

during deployment. Youth also learned ways to prevent 

bullying. Adults learned more about 4-H and being a leader 

by attending 4-H Leaderôs College. The Montana 4-H 

Ambassador Officers provided numerous opportunities to 

the almost 30 youth and 10 adults in attendance.   

 

In the near future, partnerships of this kind will be more 

vital in making impacts with limited funding available to 

support military youth in Lewis and Clark County.   

 

 
 

4-H | Belonging, Independence, Generosity and Mastery  

4-H Horse Leader Dawn Schneider gives 
4-Her Abby Gruber words of              

encouragement before showing. 

4-H member Justin Patten 
restored this No. 5 sickle 
mower as a 4-H project. The 
mower is a family heirloom 

from the 1940s.  

4-H member Loren Lane 
leads the way as he exits the 
show ring with his blue   

ribbon lamb.    

4-H Ambassador Katelyn McKay leading  

two youth on a 4-H Robotics Project.  


